days after delivery she had rigors and pain in the hypogastrium, and she had been ill and unfit for getting up ever since. Seven weeks before admission pains began in the hips and right groin, Before a fcetid abscess is opened the source of the gas cannot be decided. Some circumstances may make it probable or improbable that it is derived from the bowel, namely, the region occupied by the abscess, the sudden or slow appearance of a large quantity of gas in the abscess, the more or less distinct feeling of feces in it. After the opening, or at the time of opening, the source of the foetid air may be made plain by the discharge oi fluid or solid feces or other matters derived from the intestine. Before concluding, it is to be remarked that no symptoms distinctly referable to the dilatation of the ureter were noted. Yet it is possible that pains about the hips, which the patient described as coming on in the course of her illness, may have been due to this obstruction to the flow of urine; and in other cases of urethral dilatation I have connected with this pathological condition pains in the hips and flanks, and urine sometimes copious, generally of low specific gravity.
